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SALVATION BRINGS JOY

Last week we noted that the thought of salvation ofters hope to the believer. It also causes the non-believer to search for

confidence and assurance in their eternal destiny. Do you really have the hope of salvation? Have you struggled with
doubt? Do you have abounding joy? What is really missing in your life? My goal over the next few weeks is to encourage
you to seek salvation that brings the hope, joy, security and assurance that you seek.

Our world overflows with sorrow. Just look around you and you will see neglect, abuse, violence, terrorism, etc. In
homes, places of business, schools, and throughout every community you can sense that something is terribly wrong.
There is misery, pain, and tears. We see broken lives, broken hearts, and broken homes are in evidence in every city. Is
there any hope for mankind? Does anyone have a workable solution to this mounting problem of human suffering?
Yes, there is an answer. Salvation is at hand and with it comes joy unspeakable!

Christians should be the happiest people on the planet. But we’ve got a lot of church goers that look like they’ve been
weaned on a pickle. They are sour faced, contentious, negativists that have their heads in the mud. When did we get so
hard up for leadership that we started letting finger pointers, whistle blowers, hypocrites, and squeaky wheels run the
church? Is that the picture we have of Jesus? Or of the early church? We need leaders that are full of joy!

We can become our own worst enemy. We forget that Satan is our real enemy and start fighting amongst ourselves. We
lose sight of the fact that we have treasures in heaven and that we are only strangers in this world anyway. I am only an
ambassador in this country with a temporary work visa. I don’t have time to deal with love busters, grace robbers, faith
stealers, and joy snatchers... because I've got work to do!

We must rediscover the joy and spirit of the first century church. One way to start is to put down the latest brotherhood
publications, set aside the newest books and tracts that reflect the opinions of men, and pick up (and in some cases dust
off) the Bible... and then read it. This book has inspired nations and moved multitudes and yet few Christians read it
cover to cover, or attempt to replicate its message in their lives. How can you read this book and not be changed? How
could someone glaze over the stories of the providence of God, the revival and restoration of God’s people, Jesus’ birth,
death, and resurrection, or the good works of the early church?

If you are saved, and have the hope of salvation, you should be full of joy. Psalm 35:9 says, "And my soul will be joyful in the
LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation." Isaiah 35:10 says, "And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." Romans 14:17 says, "For the
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:13 says, "Now may the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Spirit." Galatians 5:22 says,
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace..."

This is a spiritual joy - the Joy of Salvation! It is a product of heaven. It cannot be bought, manufactured, inherited, or
stolen. Joy is a gift from God. It is the fruit of His Holy Spirit. The reality is that salvation will bring joy unspeakable to
the believer! Do you have that joy? It’s a joy only God can provide. You need it.

Let's get joy. Let's share joy. Have a great week!!!
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We offer two opportunities for our children a’uring the weekfor Bible stud). Omn Suna’@i mornings
we meet on the front pew for a "Pew Packers" style class before wors/vip. SONSHINE STUDIES will have
singing, Bible reacling, and an object lesson for pre-K to 5tb grac]e. We also have Weclnesd@) nig})t
Bible classes for all ages! Please bringyour children and teens to Bible stua’) and wors/vilb.

Since the quarantine we bave bad limited Area-Wide Youth B\ngts. For the past
few months we bave started to get back on a regular schedule. However, this
Sund@i nig/vt will be our last until after the summer brea/(_. Regency Church of
Christ will be kosting this event. The church van will leave the buildz’ng at 4 PM
and we will return between 8:30-9:00 PM. Dinner will be served first and then the
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evening service. We may stop for some ice cream z'f time permits on the wa)y bome.

The spedker for this event will be Andrew Howell.
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CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
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We've got questions. Y ou've got answers. Don't tkrow Us skcza’e. It's time to spil[ tke tea.

&  SPEAKER:
| ANDREW HOWELL

We are exited to })a've)out}) Pl@iing softba[[ and baseball tkisyear.
Please support our kz‘ds when you bave time. The SCA schedule can be found on

ouryout/o Facebookpdge. It is such a blessing to see our kia’s skowz’ng Christian
leaderskip on and off the field. Snap a picture if you see an SCOC sign!

This is an interview with one of our teens in a series of random questions. We call it "7 Groovy Questions.”
You can fz’nd it on Faceboo/&, Instagram or YouTube. The next video will be with London McDonald.
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YOUTH GROUP TENTATIVE YOUTH CALENDAR:
APRIL 18 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM
Senior Samlat{ - May 16, 2021 APRIL 18 - YOUTH AREA-WIDE @ 5 PM AT REGENCY
APRIL 21 - FAMILY BIBLE HOUR @ 6:30 PM
GO & WIE' b j px |_ MAY 30 - JUNE 4 APRIL 25 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM
-y L . APRIL 28 - FAMILY BIBLE HOUR @ 6:30 PM
]ul)z 11-18, 2021 -(S
) MAY 1 - TITUS CAMP DEADLINE
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MAY 2 - SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY @ 9:00 AM
MAY 5 - FAMILY BIBLE HOUR @ 6:30 PM
MAY 15 - GULF COAST BIBLE CAMP EARLY BIRD DEADLINE

Heritage Christian Univers sify
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