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'AMESSAGE TO THE SENIOR CLASS OF 2020

COVID-19. Quarantine. Zoom Meetings. No school. No sports. No movies. No camp. No fun! | realized this past week at TITUS Camp that
our seniors are not going through a tough transition. They are very discouraged over the Coronavirus. At least that was my feeling after |
spent time with the teens this past week through the virtual TITUS experience. Our seniors feel like they were robbed of their Senior night
and their last chance to speak to a local congregation as a part of our training camp. | decided to address this issue in an article...

A Message to Senior Class of 2020 - What Is Your Identity? Who are you? | can promise you that you will not be defined by a pandemic or a
problem. You will be defined for what you do about that issue.

In the world, identity theft is a chronic problem. We are often the victims of cruel or negligent data breeches that steal our identity. Have
you ever wondered what it would be like to live your life with a false identity? That's what happened to Francisco Madariaga Quintela.
Over 40 years ago his mother Sylvia was kidnapped by Argentine security forces. Her husband Abel last saw his pregnant wife being pushed
into a Ford Falcon by army officers dressed as civilians as she walked to catch a train on January 17, 1977.

Sylvia was placed in one of the most notorious torture centers near Buenos Aires—Campo del Mayo. Surviving prisoners later revealed that
the baby was taken away after birth and Sylvia disappeared in a short time. The baby was taken by a military intelligence officer and
adopted as Alejandro Ramiro Gallo. The adoptive father was eventually put in prison for murder. When he was older, Alejandro’s adoptive

mother told him the truth about himself.

In the meantime his real father Abel had joined a group called The Grandmothers of the Plaza del Mayo—a group formed to help return
children who had disappeared during the late ‘70's to their parents. One day Alejandro went to the group. After DNA testing a match was
found and a meeting with his father—Abel—was arranged. Alejandro, after learning his real name was Francisco Madariaga Quintela, said,
“For the first time, | know who | was. Who | am. . .. Never again will | use this name. . .. To have your identity is the most beautiful thing

there is.”

Maybe you need to know your identity. Who are you? Really? A strong sense of identity can take you through the toughest tests. It did for
Jesus. Just after his baptism where his lineage was stamped with these words, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased,”
Jesus endured tests in the wilderness. Satan attacked his identity three times with the phrase, “If you are the Son of God . . ."” Jesus knew
who He was and He changed the world so that you can know who you are and have your world changed by your faith in Him.

During a news conference where Abel Madariaga told his story, we are told “his chest heaved” as he presented his own son to the world.
Like a proud papa, God has presented His one and only Son to the world. He wants you to believe in him so that he can, with “chest heaving
full of joy,” present you as His child too. When Satan attacks you can stand firm. You can know that God will be right there beside you. Just
as the Father declared He was pleased with Jesus, He will declare the same for you. You are His precious, chosen child.

My prayer is that God will bless our seniors here at Summerdale. It has been a blessing to watch you grow up. gﬁw 0(/‘/0
Now it is time to discover your own identity. You are not defined by what adversity finds you but what you
choose to do about that adversity. Be you. May God bless you and your future! W
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YOUTH NEWS

JUNIOR WEEK
JULY 5-8

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL WEEK
JULY 26-31
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The "Sunshine Studies” online series bas moved to 9 AM on Sundqy MOrnings.
© These studies revolve around the Sermon on the Mount and are directed towards our

A/ v
SONS'-“Ne‘ . pre-K to 5t}) gmde. However, it is fun for the whole famil)! We will continue this series of
STUDIES

With DY. Ray Reyholds

Bible lessons until Sundqy morning Bible classes resume at the bui[a’ing at 9 AM in the
near future. Please watch the bulletin and our social media pages for that update.

We have Postponed the Awards Presentation due to COVID-19 and summer vacation. In the coming wee/g we
will announce a date to bonor our L2L /QJS. Also, Junior Leaders bas been put on temporary hold. We are
tentati'ueb) P[anning to attend an L2L convention in New Orleans on August 8. Tbanbou to all who kelp L2L/

BuiLpinGg GopLy LEADERS

We are saddened to announce that we bave bad to cancel the Youth & Y oung Family Retreat in
Gatlz’nburg, TN. We will do our best to reschedule this event for the Fall or Spring.
This was going to be a wonderful wee/(_end in the Smok_ies but after e'vcz[uating the rz'sk, the
recent spi/@ in COVID-19 cases, and the precautionary measures, it was determined that we should
postpone the event for a future date Tbanbou for undersmna’ing.
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